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Meg3ra3 and to try to prove their existence fiom Aristophanes*,1
is an odd idea; actually they were technically impossible to
maintain, in particular during the Archidamian War when
Peloponnesian armies crossed the Meganan frontier in invad-
ing Attica The searching of the Meganan could only take
place, if at all, at the city-gate or in the market-place. The
scene m all its grotesque exaggeration indicates that Athens
tried to mark down Meganan traders and to confiscate
Meganan goods. This certainly proved to be the safest, indeed
the only, way of keeping all Megarians out of Attica There-
fore we interpret the decree as a prohibition of trade as well
as of traffic In fact, the whole distinction seems to be artificial.
All prohibition of traffic involved that of trade, and if the inver-
sion of this statement is not necessarily true it came to be so in
practice: the only way to paralyse all trade with a place was
to deny it all intercourse and traffic; for the ancient State had
not the means and methods of modern trade-policy to achieve
something similar by treaties or customs
A second decree, that of Charmos, must be clearly distin-
guished from that of Penkles;2 it threatened with death all
Megarians who dared to cross into Attic territory. This step,
which aggravated, but did not substantially alters the situation,
was taken after the outbreak of war when, of course, enemy
traders had no longer any access to the Athenian harbours
and market. The second decree is certainly incompatible with
the plot of the Acharmans^ but we know that, if the actual
situation on the stage demands it, the poet never keeps to
reality, and it is hardly necessary to see here a real contradic-
tion of our other evidence.8 The prohibition itself and the
increased severity of the punishment are beyond doubt.
Neither the first nor the second decree, however, should be
accepted as 'normal manifestations of Greek alien law'.4 When
Penkles compared the decree with the Spartan xenelasia, the
official expulsion of foreigners, possible at certain intervals
1 Andreades, I, 139, 4, 295 (following Boeckh)
2 Plut Per. 30, 3. I cannot see any possibility of identifying the decree of
Channos with the original decree of Penkles, the less so since the new decree
contained regulations concerning two annual inroads into the Megand   That
could not be said before the outbreak of the war   Plutarch, it is true, puts the two
decrees chronologically too close together; cf Ed  Meyer, Getch d Altert, IV,
3*3-
3 Cf Gomme, 98, 2                                4 Hasebroek, 123